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Dear Parents/Caregivers
Turmoil. Constant change. Pivoting. Trying again…...This seems to
describe Penola High School currently. Remarkably, however, we
continue to do great things together and maintain our focus on
supporting our young people to achieve success.
I absolutely MUST begin by thanking everyone. This term has been the most impactful
so far for our school in terms of COVID. We have weathered student and staff illness
and through this, I have been in awe of my staff. Educators and our support staff, as
essential workers, are recognized as a part of life in a community that is of enormous
importance. This means that we keep running no matter what.
Over the past 8 weeks we have seen class sizes decimated, yet teachers keep providing
learning accessible at school and at home. We have planned for learning experiences,
and then at the drop of a hat, replanned around new rules and chronic illness levels. I
cannot praise my staff more highly. I know they are exhausted. And yet, they keep pushing
forward. Thank you. Your commitment to the Penola community is heartwarming.
Adelaide Whole School Camp
The best laid plans…….highly anticipated and with huge investment from students in
planning, for this week, only to find it is unable to go ahead!
I was reluctant to cancel this camp without hearing from all students and staff.
Whenever we plan camps we go through a risk assessment, which I need to sign off on.
This assessment ensures we have planned well and extensively for any incident which
may occur.
The staff completed this assessment as a group on our pupil free day. On the following
Monday we held a whole student (COVID safe) forum for one lesson where the students
did the risk assessment. They considered
issues including:
•
What happens if a bus driver 		
contracts COVID?
•
What do we do if a staff member
contracts COVID? Or more than 1?
•
What do we do if one or multiple
students get COVID?
•
How we avoid taking COVID with
us on camp?
•
What can we expect of parents
with regard to their young person
contracting this in Adelaide.
Each table grappled with the current
information they had using the Design
Thinking processes of Empathise, Define,
Ideate, Prototype and Test, looking at
student and staff numbers, legal ratios
required of staff to students, travel hours
of bus drivers, costs of cancellations,
feasibility of running students back
to Penola, possibility of establishing
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‘quarantine cabins’…..an endless number of considerations which they then presented to a panel of experts. Vicki
McDonald-Burgess (finance), Mike Hentschke (staff), Georgia and Logan (students), Hillary Trotter and Rikki Helps (MS
and SS), myself and Kathleen Phillips (Project Coordinator) listened to solutions and then responded with questions and
‘devil’s advocate’ responses to refine their thinking. I was proud of their sensible approach to the issues. From these two
sessions I then made the sad decision to postpone this project until the same time in 2023. However, we encourage each
home group to plan a week 10 day out as a small consolation for losing this camp.
Staff Changes
Some exciting news as Aimee Moretti, Josh and Emmerson welcomed Arnhem Rae into the world a week or so ago.
Congratulations from us all at Penola High School.
Jessie Cope leaves us at the end of the term as she prepares for the birth of her second child. We will miss Jessie, especially
in the Middle School. Josh Pearce will take her place in teaching ‘Global perspectives’ (English and HASS) in Year 8.
We wish Mike Hentschke well as he heads off for knee surgery next week. In his place we are very lucky to have secured
past PHS student and recently qualified teacher Cory O’Connor. Cory will take Mike’s classes, with special interest in the
Agriculture 9/10 class which is his speciality. Welcome Cory.
We have not been able to attract an art teacher despite advertising again, for Semester 2. We are most fortunate that
we have Cate Bell willing to stay on to mentor our students and work with some classes. We are still considering how we
cover some middle school art classes but are confident that given the support of our community, our students will get
expert experiences.
August Completion Date
The end is getting closer. Our contractors are working toward completion of the Library entrance, Middle School and new
ramping by the end of August however, they are continually impacted by material shortages. While we understand it is
out of their control, we are anxiously excited about completion.
Attendance Improvement Term 2
At the start of this term I sent challenge letters to students and their families around lifting their attendance during the
term. I invited any student whose attendance was under 80% (at 80% students are missing 10 days a term) , to aim for
about a 7-8% individual improvement.
Any students who achieve this, as well as any student with 90% and above attendance, will be treated to ‘lunch on me’
in week 10.
Governing Council
We meet on Monday 20 June 2022 at 6:00pm in the Library and welcome anyone who is interested in helping us make
our school better. On the agenda this month we include discussion around the Community Mentor program which will
finally commence.
Stay safe and well.
					

Kind regards

Year 11/12 Outdoor Education - Grampians Camp
Josh Pearce

Year 11/12 Outdoor Education students are currently on a hiking camp in the Grampians, giving them the opportunity to
develop their physical skills in alternative outdoor activities; as well as to demonstrate initiative, self-reliance and effective
interpersonal skills. Full report in the Penola High School Newsletter, Week 10, Term 2.
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Let’s look.........behind the kitchen door
Andi Zerk

School Bus Reminder
Louise Clayfield

•
Year 9 Textiles
The Year 9 Textiles class recently put down the frypans and
picked up needles and threads to try their hand at cushion
making.
Students chose their fabric and designs and began by
marking out measurements. Once this was complete, •
students used a range of skills including straight stitch,
zig zag, machine threading and spinning on bobbins to
complete their designs.
•

•

•
Year 10 Home Economics
Year 10 students will soon be participating in Battle of the
Schools. This is organised by Recycled Runaway in Mount
Gambier. Recycled Runway is an initiative aimed to raise
awareness about sustainability and clothing waste in a fun
and educational way and encourages people to recycle,
reuse and re-purpose pre-loved clothing. Pre-packed bags
of second-hand clothes were purchased and students will
need to create a new, unique outfit using the garments.
This project will continue into Semester 2, with a showcase
being held on Saturday 27 August 2022.
This activity has students thinking outside the box, with
them already making products such as door stops, pillows,
beanbags, plant holders, dog jackets, rugs, toys, corsets,
dress, pants and skirts.

If your family will be away for an extended period during
term time and your child(ren) will not be travelling on
their normal bus route, please make sure you notify the
bus driver of the dates your child will be absent so the
bus is not waiting at your stop unnecessarily.
As a courtesy, please keep bus drivers informed if
your child(ren) will be not be travelling on the bus on
the afternoon run if they are attending after school
commitments or the morning run if they are absent due
to illness etc.
Parents are reminded to please be at your stop at least
5 minutes before your allocated pick up time in the
morning so that buses are not kept waiting and the
timetable can run to schedule. Drivers are not obliged
to wait for students in the morning if they are not at
their stop at their designated time.
Parents are reminded NOT to park in the bus parking
zones at any Penola school between 8:30-8:45am and
3:10-3:30pm. Police and WRC Parking Inspectors will
patrol the bus parking zones and infringement notices
will be written.
Parents of bus students are reminded that if you have a
concern regarding behaviour/issues on the bus, it must
be directed, in the first instance, to the Principal of that
young person’s school, and then if need be, to Penola
High School, as they manage the bus routes. Parents
should NOT contact bus drivers.

CSI Field Day

Michael Hentschke

Year 9-10 Agirculture students got a glimpse of the
emerging AgTech and latest innovations at the Crop Science
Investigators field day at Naracoorte High School.
The day provided students with experiences related
to technology advances in Agriculture, with a focus on
providing increased food production from crops to meet
the ever increasing demands of our global population.
Monitoring crop yields and grain qualities during harvest
was linked to GPS positioning to map the crop as the grain
was harvested in the paddock with real time data being sent
to the monitoring programs. Again, GPS modelling to match
soil types in a paddock to yields at harvest with the aim to
better utilise fertilizer inputs and maximise profitability was
demonstrated following the investigation of soil types and
structure.
Finally, the techniques in developing improved new
varieties of grains were demonstrated using plant breeding
techniques and the concept of genetic engineering in
plants. It highlighted how innovations can be important in
improving production while maintaining the viability of the
farm to produce food for the future.
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Middle School
Rikki Helps

Each week our middle school students complete a reflective journal entry as a part of our “Healthy Lifestyles” curriculum.
This is an opportunity for students to share their opinions and beliefs in a creative way. Most often the topics are centred
around current learning with a few fun ones like “would you rather...?” Please ask your child to share their journal with
you. If you can, give feedback around how well they expressed their opinions on the various topics. Students will look
back through their journal to see their growth. Feedback from teachers and families supports this!

Library News
Miriam Williams

The library had its first Saturday opening in 3 years last week, which was a
great success, with 13 patrons visiting us.
We will open on the first Saturday of each month from 9:am-12:00pm as a trial
over the next two terms.
Our next opening is Saturday 2 July, where Lesley Okholm has offered to take
the reins, as library staff will be in Adelaide for a School Library Conference.
We are currently waiting for handrails to be installed before we can use our
long awaited front door – work is scheduled for late August. We are currently
processing a 100 new books from an Australian company who had a fantastic
sale and offered an assortment of fiction and picture books at a great price come in and have a look.
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Let’s look at....Year 8 English
Jessie Cope

Precept: A general rule for life to impact behaviour or thought
In Year 8 English we have been reading the novel Wonder by R.J Palacio. Throughout this book there are a number of
“precepts” that are looked at. These are famous quotes that relate to aspects of the novel. For example: “When given the
choice between being right or being kind, choose kind” – Dr Wayne Dyer.
As part of their novel study, students wrote their own precepts.

National Disability
Coordination Program
The National Disability Coordination Officer Program is
inviting parents, carers, teachers and anyone supporting
students with disability to attend our Careers Webinar on
June 29, 2022.
During this webinar, you will learn about:
- Jobs available and what to study
- Volunteer opportunities
- How to start your own business
- Information on supports available from:
Disability Employment Services
* Universities
* the National Disability Insurance Scheme
All participants will receive a package with information,
including support from TAFE and other organisations in
South Australia.
This is an event in partnership with Community Bridging
Services, Orana’s VolunteerAbility, Community Living’s
Micro Enterprise Project, Flinders University, the University
of South Australia and the National Disability Insurance
Agency.
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/education-and-employmentoptions-and-supports-for-students-with-disability-tickets
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Senior School Report
Hillary Trotter

We are getting to the point in the year where our senior
students, especially Year 12s are starting to think about
what happens next year. For Year 12 students there are
a wealth of opportunities and a boat load of information
available to them.
The university application system is currently being updated
and once we have done a short information session we will
be ready to share this information with students.
Not all students will go to university but I want students to
know that it’s an option if they want it.
University Open Days
These are excellent days which allow students to see the
campus and speak with students about the relevant courses
they may be interested in. It truly helps when they are
trying to decide to speak to people who live the university
experience. For Year 11 students this information is helpful
when thinking about Year 12 subjects which will be coming
up quickly. All you have to do to find out more is Google
your University of choice. I have included some key dates
below for quick reference.
UNISA- unisa.edu.au/opendays
Mount Gambier Campus - 7 August 2022
Virtual Open day - Tuesday 9th August
City West and City East - Sunday 14 August
Flinders University- flinders.edu.au
Online open day all year round
Open days- Friday 12th and Saturday 13th August
The University of Adelaide
On campus- Sunday, 14 August
Online- Friday, 19 August
Study and out of class time in Year 11 and 12
I have noticed that students are beginning to feel
overwhelmed by the volume of work due as we approach
a very important part of the year for senior students. This
is very common and the best way to combat these feelings
is to use tools like study planners, to do lists and schedules
to manage the workload. Study sessions for students are
valuable though it is easy to waste the time if you don’t
have a clear plan. A to do list is a great way to combat this
especially if you tend to procrastinate. I have included one
on the opposite side of this article for students to use.
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