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Principal’s Report
Lesley Okholm

Dear Parents/Caregivers

Our school has been a hive of activity of late and we are reminded of 
the multitude of fabulous programs, events and options we provide 
despite being a small school.

It was exciting to at last officially open the new community access to our Library. 
Sharing this event with residents from Pinchunga and having the Mayor of Wattle 
Range Council officiate, coupled with extraordinary cooking and catering from our Year 
10 Café students ensured a happy opening.

Book Week is looking to becoming a huge annual event for our school. Often this is a 
joyful day not celebrated in secondary schools yet our first BIG attempt last week was 
colourful and a great way to celebrate the importance of reading. At assembly every 
staff member shared how they prefer to read, some being magazine readers, others 
loving true life crime and others fantasy. By modelling reading to our students we hope 
we can re-instate Penola High School as a Reading School. This fits most perfectly with 
our improvement work which is aiming for our students to grow their achievements 
by better comprehending what they read. All teachers are working hard to ensure that 
the ‘literacy’ in their subjects does not stop students from accessing the content of that 
subject. For example - do I know the scientific words or cooking words I need to be able 
to complete tasks in that class?

Our Year 12s took off on their independent Outdoor Education expedition last week 
also, bringing out their survival instincts and expecting them to use their learned skills 
and planning to stay safe.

Finally, our Year 10s were in the ‘real world’ last week doing Work Experience, spread 
around our local community and beyond. I am excited to hear from them about what 
they learnt whilst in the field and whether they have found a pathway they want to 
pursue in the future.

Whole School Formal
It is exciting to watch the SRC plan the formal which is happening for all students on 
Friday 16th September. This is a chance for students to share a fun night with friends, 
including ones they invite from other schools, and we hope every student can attend. 
Your young people can invite a number of extras but please ensure we get their contact 
information in case of an emergency. Sarah Walker has forms for this at the office. The 
theme is ‘Starry Night’ and we anticipate some slick dressing. I have heard of students 
already planning their outfits.

To do this safely, of course we have some rules which every student must abide by. 
This event, as any event in our school, is a drug and alcohol free event.  This is a policy 
accepted by our Governing Council and is intended to keep us all safe. I have asked our 
local SAPOL to attend during the night. If I have any concerns that a student, no matter 
what their age is, is under the influence of drugs or alcohol, they will be asked to do 
a test. I am confident this will not be required, however any student who breaks this 
policy will be sent home. We will call you to collect them immediately.
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Important Dates
Tue 6 Sep-Fri 9 Sep 2022
• Tumbelin Group 2 Summit Expedition
• Feeder School Mini Olympics

Tuesday 13 September 2022
• Tumbelin Group 1 Goal Review
• Flinders University Workshop

Wednesday 14 September 2022
• Happiness Presentation
• Library Reference Group Meeting

Friday 16 September 2022
• School Formal

Tuesday 20 September 2022
• Tumbelin Group 2 Goal Review

Wednesday 21 September 2022
• Year 8 Immunisations
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Values
Why did we need to review our school values?
I think the obvious answer is that over time, our school, as has the world, changed considerably, and there is a shift in 
what we value. Trying to make 20 year old values ‘fit’ our current students is not always easy. Hence, we polled staff, 
students and parents and have come up with the following:

Respect: We respect one another’s right to safety and dignity at school. We will speak to each other with calmness, 
politeness and civility.
Resilience: The ability to bounce back from adversity or problems.
Connection: Good relationships are important, between students, student to teacher and school to community. Having 
a purpose.
Inclusivity: All students are welcome in our classrooms, our school and our community and their uniqueness is celebrated.
Over the next newsletters I will focus on each value and where our school will head to embody all that each entails.

      Kind regards

Penola High School Community Library
Miriam Williams

On Tuesday 23 August we celebrated our ‘reinvented library 
space’ with a morning tea attended by a number of patrons. 
Des Noll, mayor of WRC, spoke about the importance and 
value of libraries, before officially opening the blind covering 
our new front door, which is now in use. A certificate was 
presented to Tara Batt, Bendigo Bank branch manager, to 
acknowledge the donation received from the bank which 
was used to purchase some new chairs. Morning tea was 
prepared by the year 10 café students and was enjoyed by 
all. A celebratory cake was cut by Dean and Eleanor Burrow 
who were celebrating their 47th wedding anniversary on 
the day.

Student Absence SMS (only)
Notification number:

0400 134 993
FRIENDLY REMINDER 2022

STUDENT FREE DAY
FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2022 (Term 4, Week 5)

STUDENT FREE DAY
MONDAY 21 NOVEMBER 2022 (Term 4, Week 6)

Year 12 Community Studies
Jasmine Brain

Year 12 student Amber Boutcher recently completed her Art 
in the community Book Week activity. Amber visited McKay 
Children’s Centre where she read the book The Hungry 
Caterpillar. Students at the centre then tried their hand at 
some craft, by creating a caterpillar using patty pans, pipe 
cleaners, and googly eyes. The children also coloured in 
foods to add to their caterpillar art.
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Tumbelin
Lucy Chan

Last week our Tumbelin journey took us to Noorla Yo 
Long where our young people had an opportunity to 
work together as a team and experience some low ropes 
activities, as well as challenge themselves on the high ropes 
and rock-climbing wall. 

Noorla Yo Long, a Boandik word meaning “meeting place”, 
is run by South Australian Police who focus on relationship 
building with young people of this region. Blane, Dani, 
Deb and Lynette all create a fun a safe environment for 
the young people to set goals and work with them to feel 
achievement. “Just focus on the step in front of you” was 
Blane’s motto – a good one to bank!
On Tuesday our Tumbelin group was smaller than usual 
with 5 of the young men participating in the day. Although 
we missed out other group members, often having a 
smaller group allows for more individual goals to be 
achieved. Cameron quickly expressed his eager attitude 
towards climbing and obstacle courses, and really stepped 
up to support the rest of the group with his creative ideas 
and guidance. Oscar received a lot of recognition from the 
Noorla Yo Long staff as he pushed himself consistently to 
get outside of his comfort zone and try something different. 
Noorla Yo Long staff also commended Tyler for his strength 
on getting back on the ropes after a short fall on the course. 
Tyler your perseverance was noted by others!
On Thursday, with a full group of 9 we set out to try some 
new activities and achieve some goals. Like the other 
group, we experienced some hesitance around the high 
ropes, but with some support from the staff and group 
members, every single person set a goal and achieved! 
Scarlett was a standout with her change in mindset at every 
roadblock. Often when we come across barriers, we think 
of what could wrong, but Scarlett was actively preparing 

for the good that could from the activities and by doing this 
she scaled every obstacle including the hardest high ropes 
at 20m high! Scarlett you are an inspiration to all. Hamish 
also amazed the staff with his perseverance to go one step 

further every time, and often he took multiple steps higher 
than he thought he could! Not all challenges on Tumbelin 
are physical, some are relationship based and some are 
personal. Amber took a real chance with putting her trust in 
the group which was commended by others and supported 
with encouragement throughout the day. Keep kicking 
goals Amber!
Each group left with their heads held higher and more life 
experience under their belt. Throughout our lives its days 
like these we can draw back and channel the strengths, 
opportunities, learning and trust that we have built along 
the way, which will help propel us into future adventures. 
The next step of our Tumbelin journey is our Expedition, 
our Peak Experience! Four days and three nights roughing 
it in the Grampians National Park and taking on more 
challenges in nature and experiencing what it feels to be 
awake and alive.
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Kiara’s Column
Kiara Price

Hi everyone! Wow! Just like 
that, we’re over half way 
through Term 3! 
Last term I started my role as 
Pastoral Care Worker at Penola 
High. I’ve had just over a term 
to get used to my role in a 
new school and it’s been great 
getting to know more and more 
students every day and slowly 
building solid relationships with 
students, staff and members of 
the Penola community! 
I’ve been keeping busy in several 

other ways at school as well. This term I have accompanied 
a few of the Year 9s and 10s on their Tumbelin program. 
Over the next 2 weeks we’ll be in the Grampians. 
“Tumbelin” is a Ngarrindjeri word meaning “Awaken and 
Live”. This program is all about young people discovering 
new strengths, resilience and abilities within themselves. 
It’s also a chance for them to establish and build positive 
healthy relationships together, discovering a new sense of 
hope and purpose. It also encourages them to take charge 
of their future. 
Being on this program, I’ve seen students from Penola High 
truly experience what it’s like to be awake and alive! I’ve 
thought about this a lot recently since I discovered the 
meaning of this program and about whether everyone I 
encounter gets to feel truly awake and alive on a regular 
basis in their life. Sadly, I don’t think the answer is always 
yes, as on occasion, I get young people approach me with 
questions like “What’s the point?” or “What’s the purpose 
of life?” My answer to this each time is to live, really live, 
and do and absorb what is sustainable. 
And so, I leave you with this question – do you feel awake 
and alive on a regular basis? 
My answer is yes. But, regardless of your answer, I encourage 
you this week and beyond, to find or absorb more of what 
makes you feel awake and alive. There is always a point – 
whether you are at work/school, stuck at home or facing an 
unusual amount of struggles at the moment. 
“Awaken and live” – everyday!

Middle School Report - Maths Goals
Rikki Helps

Year 7 and 8 students explored the curriculum to identify 
any gaps in their learning. They looked through the general 
capability of Creative and Critical Thinking to establish goals 
in mathematics. 
Working on goals is an opportunity for students to work on a 
concept that they need to learn or improve on. Throughout 
this time students have consolidated learning to read 
analogue clocks, find percentages on purchases, calculate 
the area and perimeter of shapes as well as exploring 
new learning such as, linear equations and more complex 
algebra. It is wonderful to see students work independently, 
try to solve problems and be challenged during this time.
Student feedback about working on Maths goals:

I have enjoyed...
• “using Minecraft and the protractor for a tool during my 

goals.”
• “using the first 20 minuets for goals to get settled down 

so we are in the green zone.”
• “I enjoy that I could use the footy for my data”
• “challenging myself and being able to do something i 

need to do”

I was challenged when...
• “I was learning new strategies to do things because they 

were new and took a while for me to get”
• “I had to do the measurements and proportions for the 

Minecraft building”
• “I first starting to learn how to do the new learning”
• “I had to do the area and perimeter because that 

actually involved thinking”

Somethings that could improve my learning experience 
are...
• “going deeper into the thinking in solving the problems 

and finding more than 1 strategy to solve the problems”
• “using the blocks more”
• “I could improve my effort and get straight into my goal 

instead of talking with friend”
• “my goal being clearly explained as well as only working 

by myself, because when I work with people I feel 
pressure to say I understand when I really don’t. This is 
so people think I am smart.”
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Stage 2 Outdoor Education
Chloe Clayfield

The Stage 2 Outdoor Education class have recently 
completed their self reliant camp, where they chose to 
walk a section of the Heysen Trail near Cape Jervis. The 
camp gave the students the opportunity to develop their 
independent skills, as well as to demonstrate initiative, self-
reliance and effective communication skills.
Students worked together to plan the camp from start to 
finish, and last week was the culmination.
Students showed competence in risk management, route 
planning, navigation, menu planning, problem solving and 
camp craft.
While away, students were under indirect supervision, 
which gave them the responsibility of ensuring that 
everyone made it to the campsite every day, with everyone 
feeling connected. Camps of this type also focus around 
team and connections to nature.
Students did a fantastic job and have memories that will 
last a life time.

Let’s look at...Year 9/10 Agriculture
Cory O’Connor

Students are currently building a chicken coop at Penola 
High School. 
Firstly, the class had to first come up with a design for the 
chicken coop before they were able to start construction. 
This involved working out a size that would keep the 
chickens safe, happy…and laying eggs.
The students eventually would like to help the Home 
Economics classes with egg supplies for their recipes.
Over the next couple of weeks students will also be looking 
at growing chickens from an egg.
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Year 6 Visit
Rikki Helps

Last week, the Year 6 students from Penola, Nangwarry and 
Kalangadoo primary schools attended Penola High School 
for two days to get a taste of what high school is like.
Students joined our whole school assembly before 
undertaking a tour of the school to acclimatise themselves.
While on site the visiting students completed part of their 
primary school program before participating in several 
specialist subjects, such as Home Economics with Andi 
Zerk where they cooked hamburgers, and a Science lesson 
with Mike Hentschke, which saw students build an insect 
by scoring their rolls of dice. Students also developed their 
hand and eye coordination playing Tchoukball in a Physical 
Education lesson, whilst also enjoying time in the library. 
We asked our visiting students how they were feeling about 
starting high school next year:
“I’m feeling less worried about coming to high school”
“it’s so much fun here” 
“I can’t wait to start high school”
We enjoyed hosting the Year 6 students and hope to 
continue these collaborative practices with the primary 
schools in years to come.

Let’s look at...Year 8 Textiles
Andi Zerk

Students are currently learning the practical skills needed 
while using a sewing machine, to create a wall hanging. The 
students are all creating a square using sewing stitches to 
design patterns. Students have learnt to thread a needle, 
as well as a variety of stitches. Their next step is learning 
how to applique cut outs to material. Students are to be 
commended on the results so far.

School Bus Reminder
Louise Clayfield

• If your family will be away for an extended period during 
term time and your child(ren) will not be travelling on 
their normal bus route, please make sure you notify the 
bus driver of the dates your child will be absent so the 
bus is not waiting at your stop unnecessarily.

• As a courtesy, please keep bus drivers informed if 
your child(ren) will be not be travelling on the bus on 
the afternoon run if they are attending after school 
commitments or the morning run if they are absent due 
to illness etc.

• Parents are reminded to please be at your stop at least 
5 minutes before your allocated pick up time in the 
morning so that buses are not kept waiting and the 
timetable can run to schedule. Drivers are not obliged 
to wait for students in the morning if they are not at 
their stop at their designated time.

• Parents of bus students are reminded that if you have a 
concern regarding behaviour/issues on the bus, it must 
be directed, in the first instance, to the Principal of that 
young person’s school, and then if need be, to Penola 
High School, as they manage the bus routes. Parents 
should NOT contact bus drivers.
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Touch Football - Adelaide
Josh Pearce

On Monday 22 August 2022, the Year 9/10 Penola Touch 
Football team journeyed to Adelaide to take part in the 
Touch Football finals, to be held on the following day.  
The team was accompanied by Coach Joshua Pearce 
and ‘inspirational motivator’, Andi Zerk. Coming off the 
spectacular win against Lucindale, a few weeks earlier, the 
boys had their sights on something much greater.
After a long day on the bus, and checking in to the hostel, the 
team made their way to Fasta Pasta for dinner. Being served 
by a robot was an unexpected surprise, but a welcome one. 
Andi enjoyed pasta with her cheese, and therefore, (albeit 
accidentally) tipped the entire contents of the cheese shaker 
onto her plate (see photo). The robot had a chuckle, in its 
language, before preparing a replacement meal. Following 
dinner, the team headed back to the hostel for a few games 
of pool before bed, in preparation for a big day.

On the road to the fields, we knew that we were in for a 
long day. We were welcomed with a heavy track and mud 
puddles visible on the pitch, due to the relentless rain 
overnight.
Game 1 was against Marryatville - an ominous start. Though 
we competed hard, we were outclassed by a team that very 
clearly, would select Touch Football over oxygen, should 
they be given a choice.
Throughout the day, the whole team held their heads high 
as they competed with integrity, professionalism and a 
high level of sportsmanship - to the point that the referees 
publicly recognised the team’s showing. Arlie Shadbolt’s 
voice and game sense was a much needed inclusion and 
he was rewarded by being confirmed captain to finish out 
the carnival. Noah Virtanen was an asset on the wing, as he 
never bit on a dummy pass and always gave himself enough 
time to make a stop on his opposition. Archer Virtanen 
and Thomas Currie used their speed all day, making the 
defending line move and creating line break opportunities. 
It was Thomas who scored first, taking advantage of a huge 
gap, putting on the burners, and making it through before 
it closed. Though Henry Williams was new to the game, 

he used his aggression (legally) and his enthusiasm for the 
game, and shone. Toby Zerk was instrumental in moving his 
team to where they could be of best use, however, sadly 
succumbed to illness before the last game.

The team would not have competed on the day if it wasn’t 
for the inclusions of three younger aged players. Bennett 
Moy and Bodhi Lear were enormous in both attack and 
defence, with Bodhi showing shiftiness in defence and 
using his voice throughout the game. Bennett had the chase 
down of the day, turning around and diving to make a tag 
on someone after a 30m run. Bennett perhaps scored the 
most exceptional try of the day as well, as he caught a ball 
from Thomas that was more Tom Brady than Billy Slater.  
Lastly, the Year 7 of the group, Tayte Virtanen, proved why 
he was selected, playing on the wing and showing that he is 
going to be one to watch in the coming years.
The team embodied the school values of Respect and 
Resilience, and I couldn’t be prouder of the boys in the way 
they participated on the day and represented the school 
during the trip.
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Book Week
Sarah Walker

Penola High School celebrated Book Week, which this year 
had the theme, ‘Dreaming With Eyes Open’.
Staff shared what ‘books/magazines’ they enjoy, and spoke 
about how reading isn’t actually boring, it may be that 
some students may not have figured out what genre they 
are interested in yet.

The school hosted a Book Week parade on the Wednesday, 
which culminated in some spectacular whip cracking, 
and also showcased a number of other events. It was 
magnificent, and entertaining, to see how much effort 
students and staff put into their costumes and outfits.
Apart from the Book Week parade held on the Wednesday, 
under the guidance of Rikki Helps, the Penola High School 
Ambassadors put on lunchtime events which were well 
attended. The activities, based on reading books, included, 
making green sheep cookies (Where is the Green Sheep?), 
face painting/body art (Dreaming with Eyes Open) and 
assembling cat donuts (Winston and the Indoor Cat).
Congratulations to the Year 11 Home Group for maximum 
participation in the Book Week Dress Up day, earning 
themselves a hot chip lunch, and for also being the winners 
of the Penola High School Book Week Quiz. Special mention 
to the Year 7 cohort who handed their answers up on time 
for the week.
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The Colours and Chaos of Nature
Rachel Jerome

Floating in the air 

Raining at night clear at day 

The golden sun shining through.

The emerald trees sway

Up in the sky the plane flew 

Across the bright colourful park 

Kids playing happily on the swing 

Picking up a toy shark 

Up in the sky a bird had a broken wing 

Falling feathers fixed up high 

He decided to stay 

The sky started to cry 

 the fluffy clouds started to turn grey

A storm was heading into town 

 in the salty sapphire water at the bay 

Turned into crashing waves with ducks that drown 

The devastating  tornado sucked up plants 

Animals running everywhere 

Going under the ground were ants 

Everyone in fear 

Year 9 English
Chloe Holmes

Students in Year 9 English recently wrote poems for the Poem Forest competition. For each submission received, a tree 
is planted. Please enjoy some submissions from Penola High School below.

How much longer...
Mars Denton

Through the woods I walked

Lies a innocent life I have lost

Animals move away in fright

As screams cut through the light

I dragged myself onto the lonely riverside

I wasn’t aware of the hell that will arrive

The wound I had made me quit

I lost that laugh, I lost that joy

Through the woods he stalked like a cat in the night

Oh what a sight

Demons chasing me around

Tree roots tripping me on the ground

I just couldn’t find my way around

This will never be right

How much longer shall I fight
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