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Principal’s Report
Steve Carli-Seebohm

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Why climb half way up the mountain when the view from the top is always the best? 
This question has been one of my “go to” statements for as long as I can remember. It 
is a statement to motivate, invigorate, and keep the focus on what I want to see at the 
end. It really is that question of, have I reached a level that I can say to myself “this is 
the best!”.

Having just stepped into the role of Principal at PHS, everyday I am looking for the next 
step to getting to that “best” view from on top of the mountain. And I can honestly say, 
that in the very short time I have been wandering the school halls, visiting classrooms, 
attending meetings, talking with staff and students alike, there have been a myriad of 
opportunities and examples that indicate the chance to have the best view is indeed 
possible. It certainly feels like I have been a part of Penola much longer than just this 
term, which I see as a positive part of the culture here in embracing and welcoming 
those new to its parts.

Some of my experiences and observations thus far:
Penola High School has been on a journey this year in developing strategies around 
Literacy and Numeracy improvement, raising student voice and advocacy, and embracing 
values around strengthening relationships through the Berry Street program. As a 
new Principal, it is encouraging to see that the words in the Site Improvement Plan 
are being put into actions, all of which go towards benefiting our student cohort in 
their independent educational journeys. Relationships in teaching is an integral part 
of the education process. No matter how brilliant a lesson plan, learning activity or 
even a unit of curriculum is, if the teacher does not have a positive relationship with 
students the delivery is futile. Students engage in learning when in a safe, trusted and 
solid relationship with their teacher. The Berry Street strategies help teachers nurture 
this safe space for positive learning outcomes to occur.

I had the pleasure of attending the Tumbelin Graduation session earlier this week. 
Having worked with Lucy previously, it was great to reconnect with her in another site. 
It was so encouraging to see the high number of students who engaged in the program, 
and completed many of the challenges that pushed each student outside of their 
comfort zones. Extending ourselves beyond our comfort zones, is where as individuals, 
we can truly grow.

Another program that will also challenge a young person’s comfort zone is that of 
Youth Opportunities. I am a huge supporter and advocate for the Youth Opportunities 
program and have been involved with the organisation in a number of other sites in the 
last 5 years. I am excited to see the Year 10 students undertaking this program develop 
their skills and habits in the 4 Big Decisions – Decide to be happy; Decide to grow; 
Decide to goal plan; and decide to send stars.

Recently I visited one of our Ag classes. Seeing the ducks and chickens that had just 
hatched in the incubator, getting a tour of the Ag teaching space and then observing 
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students continue construction on the chicken coop was amazing. I am really excited to see where the Ag program can be 
taken and open opportunities for students in this space. The success of students showing cattle in the Mount recently is 
certainly a solid foundation benchmark for the subject to grow and develop.

Whilst I haven’t really had much of a chance to get to know our senior students, I do wish them well as their final deadlines 
have arrived. For those undertaking exams, all the very best in completing them to the best of your ability. I look forward 
to celebrating all they have achieved as part of their final day celebrations, presentations and graduation dinner.

As a school we acknowledged 40 years of service to the Department of Education by Vicki McDonald-Burgess. At the time 
of presenting her with her certificate of service, I had only clocked in a total of 3 days working with Vicki, however, in that 
short time I already had a massive appreciation for what she has done in her role for Penola High School.

In what I have gathered has been a lengthy process, we have finally reached a point in time where as a community we 
can come together and celebrate the official opening of our newly furbished Middle School spaces. I would encourage as 
many of you as possible to make your way to the school for the opening on Tuesday 8 November 2022 at 5:30pm. Having 
witnessed classes utilising this space (as well as sharing a story or two with year 7’s from some of my more interesting 
educational experiences) it is going to continually grow as a vibrant and engaging classroom and learning environment.

PE Week is not too far away, and once again a great number of our students will be involved in a number of different 
sports across the week. I am looking forward to cheering on the teams to prove my new allegiance!

Final comment:
Term 4 is going to evaporate and vanish before our eyes at a rapid pace. There is a lot to be done to complete 2022. 
Learning to undertake, tasks and assignments to complete, activities to participate in and get involved with. Celebrations, 
presentations, and events. I invite all of you to be involved as best you can. Make the most of every opportunity.

I am very excited to be a part of Penola High School. I look forward to getting to know each member of the school 
community in the future. And I can’t wait to see the view from on top of the mountain!

       Kind regards

  

       
          Steve Carli-Seebohm



nurturing individual success

Deputy Principal Report
Hillary Trotter

This term has been a very busy time for our Year 12 Students. 
Who am I kidding? Every term is! However, Term 4 is always 
a bit different and special for our Year 12 students and 
teachers.
Everyone puts in an incredible amount of work over the 
year, and we start to see our students bring their learning 
and work together as the year progresses.
For me, Term 4 is mixed with joy and sadness. I am always 
sad saying goodbye to the Year 12 students of the year, as I 
have spent a lot of time with them, and have been fortunate 
to know these young people as adults. I have also found that 
I have a clearer picture of the adults they will become in the 
future. This year has been particularly special for me in this 
regard because, as a new staff member, I thought that the 
connections with students would not be as strong, and it 
is therefore, a credit to these young people that they have 
welcomed the new staff and formed strong relationships 
with us. I truly look forward to seeing what they do out in 
the world.
As a teacher, I have always felt that the outcome of our 
effort is always seen much later on. We don’t always see 
the impact of the hours of work straight away, we see it 
when our students move on to take up important roles in 
our community, and we see it when they gain degrees and 
qualifications through apprenticeships. I always find this 
the most heart-warming part of the job. So to the Year 12 
Students of 2022, I want to say good luck and well done!
I am excited to see what our current Year 11 and 10 students 
do as Year 12s in the next few years.
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Let’s look at...General Maths
Dylan Agnew

Year 11 General Maths students recently completed an 
investigation on the topic of Depreciation. Students used 
linear and exponential relationships to predict how much 
the value of a car would decrease over time. The students 
used mathematics to to make predictions about how long 
after purchase they should look to sell their car.
Digging deep into the solution, students were made to 
think about how they could increase the value of the car, 
the effect of driving more or less kilometres, and whether 
the mathematics was realistic.

See section of investigation below.

Let’s look...behind the kitchen door
Andi Zerk

Year 11 Food Products
Over the past few weeks Year 11 Food Products students 
have been researching a variety of ways to produce food. 
After much deliberation, ideas that students came up with 
included, beef jerky, ice cream, deconstructed desserts, 
chicken tenders, donuts, brownies, cake pops cupcakes and 
bacon jam. Students will make a final product, including 
designing packaging. Items will be sold to raise money for 
the school camp to be held in 2023.

Year 10 Cafe
Cafe students recently catered for a library event, which 
involved them making sandwiches, and cooking scones and 
brownies.
Students have also starting taking food orders from staff 
and senior students for a variety of toasted sandwiches and 
beverages, and are hoping to extend their orders to the 
wider community in 2023.
The students have developed many hospitality and cooking 
skills including multitasking, time management and 
attention to detail. These attributes will set them up for 
success for Year 11.
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Let’s look at...Year 12 Maths
Dylan Agnew

Year 12 students are currently preparing for their General 
Maths exam. On Thursday of last week, students sat for a 
full 2 hours and 10 minutes whilst completing a practice 
exam, which was taken as preparation for their upcoming 
formal examination.
Students undertake this information exam so they become 
familiar with the feel of sitting an exam and are able to 
practice the skill of working through an exam.
Students will have the practice exams marked, and will be 
given individual feedback as a lead up to their formal exam 
on Monday in Week 4.

Values Forum
Kathleen Phillips

Last week, students from Year 7-12 took part in our Values 
Forum, run by Kathleen Phillips and Rikki Helps.
Earlier this year students, staff, parents and the wider 
school community voted on new school values to update 
and reflect the changes at Penola High School since the 
inception of the intial school values. The new values chosen 
were Respect, Resilience, Inclusivity and Connection.
The forum was an opportunity for us to discuss the new 
values and unpack what they mean.
Students worked in mixed groups with students from years 
7-9 and years 10-12 working together to combine their ideas. 
At the end of the forum, groups had developed a statement 
based on the value they had been assigned to work on.  
These statements will be collated and all members of the 
school community will have their say on which statement 
best represents us here at Penola High School.

Student Absence SMS (only)
Notification number:

0400 134 993

Penola School Community Library
Miriam Williams

Online Safety Session
The library recently hosted Cassandra from nbn on Tuesday 
afternoon, during which participants were informed about 
keeping safe online. An overview of common scams and 
how to deal with them was followed by a quick quiz, before 
watching ‘The Race’ on our big screen. A delicious afternoon 
tea was provided by our Home Economics students.

Christmas Crafts
Christmas craft sessions will be held on Wednesday 
afternoons from 3:30-4:30pm for Term 4. These sessions 
will be open to patrons over the age of 5 years. Bookings 
are essential, due to limited numbers – please call the 
library on 8737 2838.
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Year 9/10 Knock Out Basketball
Josh Pearce

If you were on the Riddoch Highway last Wednesday, you 
would have seen the Penola High School basketball teams 
making their way to Naracoorte Basketball Stadium to 
represent the school in the regional Year 9/10 Knock Out 
tournament.
The boys and girls teams comprised of Year 8 and 9 students, 
and although there was a mix of experience, all showed a 
willingness to drop some dimes, score from downtown and 
hit that climactic buzzer beater!
Taking to the court first were the boys, coached by Cory 
O’Connor, who faced a formidable Keith outfit. The team 
fought valiantly, however, it was not enough against their 
competitors who ended up victorious on the day. Bodhi 
Lear showcased his smarts and prowess, taking every 
opportunity to drive the ball to the net. Leading the points 
tally, it was clear that Bodhi wanted to stake his claim as 
the best basketballer in the family, with big brother Seth 
watching on. Though he was a late addition, Koby Owens 
proved his worth and shot several 3s throughout the day, 
alongside Jordan Dinnison and Hayden Pierce, who battled 
hard throughout, but looked to pass the ball to teammates 
in better positions. One of these was Noah Virtanen, who 
seized the opportunities; he refused to go near the paint 
and hit multiple 3s throughout the day. Tayte Virtanen, 
followed in his brother’s footsteps and ended up finishing 
the day with over 7 points.
The last game of the day was against Grant High School, 
gulp! With the opposition team including state players and 
skyscraper sized Year 10s, the game was reminiscent of the 

Looney Tunes v Monstars (Space Jam movie reference). 
Unfortunately, Penola wasn’t able to recruit Michael Jordan 
to help, but nevertheless, the boys played with true grit. 
Wyatt Balshaw making them earn every point, and Jack 
Cutchie who didn’t let the size of his opponents worry him, 
ducking and weaving to drive closer to the net.
On the other side of the arena, the girls were filled with 
confidence and ready to play, under coach Matthew 
Strother. Whilst watching a previous game, Elodie Burr took 
notes and suggested to Coach Strother that they should be 
employing a zone defense, which showed exceptional game 
awareness. The whiteboard was cleared with a new game 
plan and instructions given by the coach.
Kiara Epiha battled throughout the day driving the ball and 
finding the net, finishing the first game with 7 points to her 
name. Nellie Lear, with a hunger for the contest, fought 
for every rebound and transitioned quickly in defence, and 
played well all day.
Lucindale proved to be a worthy opposition, with a tightly 
contested game which came down to the wire. Emma 
and Rachel Jerome assiste, using their game sense to 
find the right positions on the court. The girls used their  
competitiveness to full advantage, being amazing assets 
in defence. Keira Roper and Holly Dinnison also joined 
in the game, ably transitioning their netball talents into 
the basketball arena, making their constant assists seem 
automatic.
Though Penola High School didn’t come out victorious on 
the day, they represented the school proudly, and embodied 
the school’s values of respect and resilience, both of which 
are qualities found in successful athletes. A special thanks 
to Seth Lear who officiated throughout the day.
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FRIENDLY REMINDER 2022
STUDENT FREE DAY

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2022 (Term 4, Week 5)

STUDENT FREE DAY
MONDAY 21 NOVEMBER 2022 (Term 4, Week 6)

Let’s look at...Tech Studies
Chris Jordan

Students in Year 7 and 8 are currently working on their 
chopping boards and key tags, utilising skills they have 
learnt over the year. They have been checking dimensions 
and double checking squareness to allow a successful 
ending product.
The years 9 and 10 students are working on a variety of 
projects, with the seating area in memory of teacher 
Sam Matthews coming along well. Some students are 
dismantling a chainsaw engine, with others looking at a 
variety of furniture to make.
The Year 12s are close to completing their theory Community 
Studies projects and are putting the finishing touches on 
the pizza oven, with it very close to being fired up.

Let’s look at...Middle School
Matt Strother

Maths
Students and staff have had a busy start to the term and are 
looking for a successful completion to the year.
Students have made a positive transition into the new 
Middle School space, with students looking settled and 
starting to enjoy working in a more flexible environment 
that allows for breakout spaces, group work and flexible 
learning.
Students are also enjoying their reading time on the 
couches, and are starting to use the whiteboard tables as 
a mode to show their learning in maths. The whiteboard 
tables support students with our positive norms, as they 
allow students to explore learning in creative ways, be 
willing to make more mistakes, and to make connections 
and communicate their ideas. 
The middle school students are looking forward to sharing 
some learning with you at our opening on Tuesday 8 
November 2022 from 5:30pm.
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Year 12 Last Day

The last day for Year 12 students for 2022 got off to a fine start 
with a breakfast feast at McCorquindale Park, overseen by 
Master Chef, Mike Hentschke. Students and teachers were 
treated to sausages, eggs, bacon, hash browns, mushrooms 
and tomato, with a choice of juice or iced coffee to drink.
Staff and students then returned to school, to welcome the 
rest of the student cohort into their ‘innocent’ muck up day 
mayhem.
After a quick cleanup up, the Year 12 students arrived back, 
smartly attired in school uniform, for their final assembly, 
run by Year 11 students.
After the Acknowledgement of the Land was delivered, the 
assembly heard a farewell from former Principal, Lesley 
Okholm and the current Principal, Steve Carli-Seebohm, 
with Year 12 Leader, Mike Hentschke also reflecting on 
the student’s time at Penola High School and the varied 
opportunities that lie ahead for them.
Georgia Winter and Logan Burr read a final report as the 
2022 SRC leaders, followed by Amelia Henry and Kasey 
Venables who echoed their classes time whilst at Penola 
High School.
James Braddy prepared a slide show which morphed 
students’ photos from the time they were in Year 8 until 
now, with the Year 12 students also addressing their IT skills 
preparing a farewell video reflecting on activities over their 
time at Penola High School.
Mr Hentschke then conducted a final roll call, with students 
being presented with certificates of completion and cards.
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School Fees (Materials and Services) 2023
Vicki McDonald-Burgess

School Fees (Materials and Services) have been determined at $355.00 per student for the 2023 school year. The 
‘watermarked notice’ with the breakdown of the fees is below. All parents are invited to the next Governing Council 
meeting where the proposed fee is to be approved. In lieu of attendance at the Governing Council meeting, parents can 
express their views in writing to the Governing Council Chairperson – Tamara Ploenges. 
In 2023 the school will offer payment plans. If you wish to apply for School Card we encourage you to do it as early as 
possible, preferably online. You should be able to do this from early January 2023.

Monday 21 November 2022 - 6:30pm
Penola High School Community Library


